Trumpets 1 - 4
As amazing as the events of the Seals are, they are merely the prelude to the greater
events of the Trumpets and the Plagues. In this series of studies we are examining the
possibility that the major events of Revelation happen in the precise order in which John
recorded them, and that they line up with current Adventist eschatological expectations
when viewed in the following manner:

The End of the Daily

The Close of Probation
Story of the two
Witnesses told

Story of the Sealing of the 144,000

The Second Coming
Story of
Armageddon told

The Time of God’s Wrath (The Indignation)

Early Time
of Trouble

With Mercy

Without Mercy

The Shaking

In the previous lessons we studied the events of the Seals, showing that they begin
with the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and end with a momentous change in the ministry of
our heavenly High Priest. This change (the end of the “regular” or “continual” sacrifice) is
marked by the casting down of the censer, and signals the start of the time in which the
people of earth will feel God’s wrath.
The “interlude” story of Revelation 7 - told between the 6th and 7th seals - is played
out against the backdrop of traumatic, churning social events - warfare, famine and disease.
Out of this crucible will arise a unique group of individuals - 144,000 “servants” (or
prophets) who will draw so near to their Lord that He can seal them for a very special role.
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All of this is - as stated above - merely a prelude. The players have been put into
place. The roles have been defined. The earth is about to undergo dramatic changes.

A Word About Revelation 8: 1-6
In the previous lesson I sought to show that the casting down of the censer denoted
a change in the high-priestly ministry of Jesus. I believe that at this time the overriding,
protective supplication of Jesus on behalf of the earth as a whole - prefigured in the daily
sacrifice of the earthly sanctuary - comes to an end. This does not signal the end of Christ’s
work in the heavenly sanctuary, but marks an important change in His work there. Time and continued study - may prove me wrong in this supposition. However, before dismissing
this idea, we would do well to consider an additional angle.
In his book The Coming Great Calamity, Marvin Moore, the Editor of The Signs of The
Times, points to the fact that a change is coming in the way that God deals with people. On
pages 37 - 39 he cites several quotations from Ellen White to support his view that - well
before the close of probation - God’s relationship to the inhabitants of the earth will
dramatically change. This sudden change in the way that God relates to the inhabitants of
the earth will allow the judgments of God to begin to be poured out.
My observation is that such a dramatic change should not have gone unmarked in
prophetic scripture, and almost certainly would require a change in the ministry of our High
Priest, whose intercession has been constant on behalf of the sinful earth. In this passage
Revelation presents us with a picture that suggests just such an administrative change on
the part of Jesus - the ending of the censer service. This event is so significant that all
heaven is said to be silent while it takes place. It occurs after the resurgence of persecution
against God’s people on earth has signaled earth’s rebellion against God, and their rejection
of his loving initiatives.
As noted above, I may be wrong as to the meaning of the casting down of the
censer, but Revelation makes clear that the casting down of the censer enables the
Trumpets to be blown. Look at the sequence in Revelation 8:1-6 (NASB):
When the Lamb broke the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven
for about half an hour. And I saw the seven angels who stand before God,
and seven trumpets were given to them.
Another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a golden censer;
and much incense was given to him, so that he might add it to the prayers of
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all the saints on the golden altar which was before the throne. And the
smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, went up before God out
of the angel’s hand. Then the angel took the censer and filled it with the fire
of the altar, and threw it to the earth; and there followed peals of thunder
and sounds and flashes of lightning and an earthquake.
And the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared
themselves to sound them.
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Notice that when the angels are given their trumpets, they are not immediately
allowed to sound them. They must quietly stand there - trumpets in hand - while a solemn
service is performed and the censer is thrown down to the earth. Once the censer is cast
down - and only then - the angels are allowed to raise the trumpets and prepare to sound
them. Whatever we believe about the meaning of that significant service, its role as a
“trigger” that allows the trumpets to sound cannot be missed.

Why trumpets?
Why did Jesus use the imagery of trumpets in Revelation? What did the sound of
trumpets mean to John and his Jewish forefathers? How were they used in the Old
Testament? Did the use of trumpets in the Old Testament prefigure any eschatological
events?
Frequent references can be found to the trumpet and its importance in the Jewish
social and religious life. In fact, by my count trumpets are mentioned 114 times in the Bible,
with 102 of those being in the Old Testament. A quick review of these references shows
that the bulk of them involve the following:





Signaling - The sound of the trumpet is easy to hear and carries a long way.
Therefore it was used to call the people together or to signal them to attack in
times of war. Examples are many. Gideon used trumpets to call the Abiezrites
to follow him. (Judges 6:34)
Warning - Most of the Old Testament references to trumpets include an element
of warning. The watchmen would sound a trumpet to alert the residents of a
city to imminent attack or danger. Hosea 5:8
Worship - Along with other musical instruments, trumpets are often mentioned
in conjunction with worship and praise. Ps 150:3, Ps 81:3

Several other, less common uses of the trumpet are mentioned as well.





A wealthy person would have someone blow a trumpet before him when he
made a major contribution to the temple treasury. (Matt. 6:2)
The sound of a trumpet was heard coming from Mt. Sinai when the Lord gave
the Ten Commandments. (Ex. 19:16,19; Heb. 12:19)
A trumpet will sound (the last trumpet) at the Second Coming. (1 Cor. 15:52)
Jesus voice reminded John of the sound of trumpets. (Rev. 1:10)

While the sounding of the “last trumpet” - as Jesus gathers the elect together and
raises the righteous dead - clearly has eschatological significance, its occurrence after most
of the “end-time” events does not allow us to equate it with Revelation’s Trumpets. So
where can we look for an understanding of the end-time significance of the Trumpets of
Revelation?
In our study on the Seals, we found that we came to a clearer understanding of
certain key elements by studying the parallels that exist between the earthly sanctuary
service and the Seals. Likewise, the sanctuary service and the annual feasts of Israel shed
light on the Trumpets as well.

The Feast of Trumpets
With the institution of worship in the earthly sanctuary, God gave the Jewish people
a number of feasts and festivals that were to be kept by them throughout their generations.
While it may not have been obvious to them, these festivals were intended to focus the
attention of the people on major elements of the plan of salvation. For example, they may
have viewed the feast of Passover only in terms of the historical significance of the
deliverance from Egypt, but it also prefigured the sacrifice of our great Passover Lamb.
Likewise, while Pentecost was an early harvest celebration, it prefigured the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit after the ascension of Jesus.
Christians (including Adventists) have long viewed the Spring festivals as prefiguring
events that occurred at the start of the Christian era, and the Fall festivals as prefiguring
events at the end of the Christian era. Among the Fall festivals was the Day of Atonement, a
time at which an individual had to be “right with God” or he was excluded from the Jewish
nation. It was a time of ultimate judgment, and was the most solemn day of the religious
year. The parallels to the Close of Probation cannot be ignored.
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Also among the fall festivals was the Feast of Trumpets. Ten days before the Day of
Atonement, trumpets were sounded throughout the land of Israel. They were sounded in
warning of the judgment to come, and signaled the people that they had a limited amount
of time in which to set their affairs in order. So as the clock of human history approaches its
final hours, the Trumpets of Revelation will sound, warning every person of the impending
approach of the final judgment.
In spite her Historicist understandings, Ellen White hinted at a last-day significance
for the Trumpets of Revelation in the following statement:
"Solemn events before us are yet to transpire. Trumpet after
trumpet is to be sounded, vial after vial poured out one after
another upon the inhabitants of the earth. Scenes of
stupendous interest are right upon us." Letter 112, 1890

Anticipated Elements
Before launching into a study of the Trumpets, it may be helpful to take a broad
view of the kind of events that we might expect to happen during that time period. Then, if
our study of Revelation brings those events to light, it should give us some degree of
confidence that we are on the right track.
Referring to the chart on page 1, we can see that the Trumpet period covers the
time following the selecting and sealing of the 144,000 until the seven last plagues begin to
fall. This is perhaps the most momentous period in human history, as the fate of all living
souls will be decided in that time period. A number of things must happen in that brief
period of time. Reasoning backwards, we know that we must expect this time period to
include:
1. The close of probation. Since the Plagues will fall only on the impenitent lost, we
know that all decisions must be made prior to the onset of the plagues. Probation must
have closed.
2. Satan’s impersonation of Christ. Since the point of the impersonation is to
deceive people into switching allegiance, and to secure more souls for damnation, this
event must take place before all decisions have been finalized. It must happen before the
close of probation.
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3. False prophets who herald Satan’s “coming.” If he is to be seen and accepted as
Christ returning to earth, Satan must come in the manner that Christ is expected to come.
In Volume 5 of the Testimonies, on page 698, Ellen White wrote, “In the last days he will
appear in such a manner as to make men believe him to be Christ come the second time
into the world.” (Emphasis supplied.) And since the entire Christian world expects
prophetic forerunners (i.e., the two servants and the 144,000) then Satan’s arrival must be
heralded in this manner in order to appear authentic.
4. Worldwide events. Inasmuch as the Second Coming of Jesus will be an event that
will overtake every single inhabitant of the earth, and inasmuch as each persons’ eternal
fate must be decided one way or the other prior to His return, the final warning - and the
events that usher it along - must come to every person on the earth.
5. Intense demonic activity. Satan - the prince of demons - will be increasingly
angry as his time grows shorter. He will use every power at his disposal, every demon in
hell, to deceive the world prior to the close of probation.
6. Events that are qualitatively different than the Seal events. The events under the
Seals were “normal” events taken to a heightened level. A skeptic could look at the Seal
events and deny God’s hand in them. But as the time of the Trumpets approaches, people
realize that God is angry. The events that happen under the Trumpets are clearly seen as
unusual - as acts of God.
7. The Gospel going to the entire world. Perhaps the greatest event to take place
during this period, the Gospel message will at last truly be declared to every person on
earth’s surface, as they are given the final, persuasive invitation to enter God’s kingdom.
8. Martyrdom continuing on a vast scale. During this time those who refuse to
worship “the beast and his image” will be under the death penalty. Those who choose to
love God and be loyal to him will do so at the peril of their own lives.
9. Events that are so bad that the world can be led to believe that they are going
through the seven last plagues. This takes a bit of reasoning, but it’s not hard to see. All of
Christianity expects Jesus to return at the end of the seven last plagues. If Satan is to stand
a chance of impersonating Jesus, then the seven trumpets must be so severe, so awful, that
the world at large can believe that the plagues have already fallen.
10. Significant damage to the environment (the earth, sea and trees). Again, not
hard to see. The angels holding the winds in Revelation 7 had been given power to damage
the earth, sea and trees, but were told not to do so until the 144,000 were sealed. We
should expect, therefore, to see this damage unfold within the timeframe of the Trumpets.
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These are events that we know must take place, and are largely expected by most
Adventists. If our study of the Trumpets highlights these events, should we not then favor
the eschatological interpretation over the historic? Let’s look at the Trumpets one by one,
and see what we find.
As we do so, we should remember the form of the general outline that came to light
in our study of the Seals. The events that unfolded with the opening of the Seals were only
part of the story. They gave a backdrop of events and circumstances against which other
significant acts were revealed. In the case of the Seals, the “interlude” story (the choosing
and sealing of the 144,000 servants) told us how God’s purposes were worked out in the
lives of His people during the time of the Seals. We shall see that pattern repeated in the
story of the Trumpets.

The 1st Trumpet
“The first sounded, and there came hail and fire, mixed with blood, and they were
thrown to the earth; and a third of the earth was burned up, and a third of the trees were
burned up, and all the green grass was burned up.” (Rev. 8:7 NASB)
As in our study of the Seven Seals, our default presumption will be that the
scriptures we are studying are either literal, contain literal elements, or figuratively portray
literal events. It is only if this “face-value” approach fails to bring about understanding that
we will then look at the text as symbolic.
The question immediately at hand then, is whether or not the above scripture makes
any sense in a direct, literal way. Uriah Smith must also have asked himself that question,
as did countless others both before and after him. Most, like Uriah, concluded that there
could be no literal component to the text. After all, hail is cold, isn’t it? And how could hail
be literally mixed with fire and blood? Why would this concoction cause the earth to burn?
All quite fanciful, right?
How I wish it were! Unfortunately, I’ve become convinced that this scripture is
literal in its entirety. And remarkably, this conclusion is one that could not have been
reached prior to this generation!
In short, I believe that with the sounding of the first trumpet, the earth will be struck
with a meteorite storm of devastating magnitude. These meteorites - perhaps the broken
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remnants of an asteroid - will cause widespread devastation on the scale mentioned in this
text; fully a third of the earth’s forests will burn, and all of the “grass,” including food
grasses such as oat, wheat and rice will be destroyed.

Is it Possible?
Two questions have to be addressed in assessing the possibility of this literal
approach.
First, is it Biblically possible to understand the elements of the text in this manner?
Can the words mean what I have construed them to mean? Would God work in such
manner? Is it consistent with the flow of Revelation’s story?
Second, is it scientifically possible to understand John’s words as a simple,
straightforward telling of an actual event that he was privileged to witness? Would - or
could - such a physical event have the stated consequences? Could it produce worldwide
destruction?
If we answer both of these inquiries in the affirmative, we must at least allow for the
possibility of a literal construction.

The Biblical Questions
1. Can “hail” be understood as a hail of stones?
2. Would God do something like this?
3. Is such an understanding consistent with Revelation’s story?
The first question is tricky for a person that wants to understand things at face value.
“Hail” is commonly thought of as frozen pellets of ice. Indeed, it’s not hard to find Biblical
examples of God using hail - that is, ice pellets - as a weapon. One such story is found in
Exodus 9:22-26. “Now the LORD said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand toward the sky, that
hail may fall on all the land of Egypt, on man and on beast and on every plant of the field,
throughout the land of Egypt.’ Moses stretched out his staff toward the sky, and the LORD
sent thunder and hail, and fire ran down to the earth. And the LORD rained hail on the land
of Egypt. So there was hail, and fire flashing continually in the midst of the hail, very severe,
such as had not been in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation. The hail struck all
that was in the field through all the land of Egypt, both man and beast; the hail also struck
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every plant of the field and shattered every tree of the field. Only in the land of Goshen,
where the sons of Israel were, there was no hail.” Clearly, this was a tremendous hailstorm,
accompanied by lightning and thunder.
Noting that God used hail (ice-hail) as one of the ten plagues of Egypt might lead us to
consider that He will again use this same tool of destruction in the time of the trumpets.
But a hail of ice - no matter how much thunder and lightning accompany it - could not burn
a third of earth’s forests. A hail of stones, however, could.
Support for this perspective comes in the wonderful story of Israel’s battle with the
five Canaanite kings, told in Joshua 10. We primarily remember this story because it was
during this battle that Joshua commanded the sun to stand still, and God answered his
prayer. But God worked in other ways for Israel that day. The Bible says in Joshua 10:10
that, “the LORD confounded them before Israel, and He slew them with a great slaughter at
Gibeon, and pursued them by the way of the ascent of Beth-horon and struck them as far as
Azekah and Makkedah.” How did He do this? Not, as you might imagine, by the armies of
Israel. No, the next verse proceeds to tell how God did this. “As they fled from before
Israel, while they were at the descent of Beth-horon, the LORD threw large stones from
heaven on them as far as Azekah, and they died; there were more who died from the
hailstones than those whom the sons of Israel killed with the sword.” (Emphasis supplied)
Not only is it important for us to note that God destroyed the Canaanite army at
Gibeon by means of what we would call a meteorite storm, but we should also note that the
scripture refers to these stones as hailstones. It was a hail of stones.
Is there a clarifying scripture that would help us to know what kind of hail God will use
at the end of time? Should we expect ice or rocks?
Fortunately there is. Many of the Old Testament prophecies, while primarily
addressed to local times and issues, were couched in language that hinted at larger events
in future times. The apocalyptic overtone of these prophecies has long been recognized.
One such prophecy is found in Isaiah 28:21-22, where we hear of God doing His “unusual”
and “extraordinary” work of punishing evil. The end-time implication seems obvious as
Isaiah goes on to tell us that this will happen during a time of “decisive destruction on all
the earth.” Look carefully at Isaiah’s statement:
For the LORD will rise up as at Mount Perazim,
He will be stirred up as in the valley of Gibeon,
To do His task, His unusual task,
And to work His work, His extraordinary work.
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And now do not carry on as scoffers,
Or your fetters will be made stronger;
For I have heard from the Lord GOD of hosts
Of decisive destruction on all the earth.
When God determines that the time has come for “decisive destruction on all the
earth” - when He begins His “unusual” and “extraordinary” task - how will He do it? Like
when He rose up at Mount Perazim, and like when He was stirred up in the valley of Gibeon.
Now, the Bible doesn’t tell us what God did at Mount Perazim, but it does tell us what
“extraordinary” and “unusual” action He took in the valley of Gibeon. That’s the story we
just read from Joshua. He threw rocks from heaven.
That God took this same action when it came time to execute judgment against
Sodom and Gomorrah seems clear. The Biblical record tells us that it “rained on Sodom and
Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven.” (Gen. 19:24)
And so our first two questions can be answered. Yes, it is within the meanings used
in Scripture to allow the word hail to mean hailstones.1 Yes, God has demonstrated His
willingness - and His ability - to use this powerful tool of judgment in the past. Isaiah’s text
states that He will cause “decisive destruction on all the earth” by means of the same
weapon used on the Canaanite kings.

Now for our final questions, is it consistent with the rest of Scripture, and with
Revelation’s story, to think that God would allow (or cause) the earth to be struck with a
meteorite shower that would cause widespread global disaster? And with this question we
must also ask, would God allow such disasters prior to the close of probation? I believe
both questions can be answered in the affirmative. Here are several reasons why.
1. In our study of the Seals, we were able to show the parallel with Jesus’ end-time
discourse of Matthew 24 and Luke 21. We saw that the Seals paralleled verses 7-20 of
Having gone through the exercise of trying to demonstrate that the Bible will allow us to interpret
“hail” as hailstones, I really feel that it’s unnecessary to make the Bible defend this point. John
wasn’t giving a physics lesson here. I don’t believe that God told him, “John, I’m going to send hail
to burn the earth’s forests.” Instead, John was shown remarkable things in vision, and he struggled
like any writer to find the best, most descriptive words to relate what he saw. What he saw when
the first trumpet was blown reminded him of hail and fire. It’s safe to say that any first-century
writer would have used similar language to describe the glowing-white balls of rock as they streaked
through our atmosphere.
1
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Matthew 24, up to and including the warning to get out of the cities. With the blowing of
the first trumpet, we are entering the time of God’s wrath; we are witnessing the start of
the “great tribulation” of verse 21. This will - by Jesus’ authoritative statement - be the
greatest time of trouble the entire earth has ever seen; so great that if it weren’t cut short
not a single person would live through it! During this time Earth will be dealt deathblows.
2. In Revelation 7 the angels who had been given authority to hurt the earth, sea
and trees were told not to do so until the 144,000 had been sealed. This having been
accomplished, the first thing we see is damage to the earth and trees. (The sea is about to
be impacted as well, as we’ll soon see.) It is therefore consistent with the flow of
Revelation’s story to expect environmental damage at the start of the Trumpets.
3. Matthew, Mark and Luke each record Jesus’ warning about the devastation to
occur when the powers of the heavens would be shaken. (See Matthew 24:29, Mark 13:2425 and Luke 21:25-26.) These texts speak dramatically about that time, and we will look at
them in depth later. Here I want to point out that Matthew’s statement specifically ties the
shaking of the powers of heaven with the darkening of the sun and moon, and the stars
falling from heaven. “…THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED, AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND THE
STARS WILL FALL from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.” (Matthew 24:29
NASB) In this passage, Matthew is quoting from the great Holy Spirit promise given by Joel:
“It will come about after this
That I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind;
And your sons and daughters will prophesy,
Your old men will dream dreams,
Your young men will see visions.
Even on the male and female servants
I will pour out My Spirit in those days.
I will display wonders in the sky and on the earth,
Blood, fire and columns of smoke.
The sun will be turned into darkness
And the moon into blood
Before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes.
And it will come about that whoever calls on the name of the LORD
Will be delivered.” Joel 2:28-32 NASB
Critical to our discussion is the fact that the apparent time frame of Joel’s statement
is before the close of probation. The Holy Spirit is to be poured out, and will be

11

accompanied by “wonders” in the sky and on the earth (including the darkening of the sun
and moon) during a time when people will be saved by calling on the name of the Lord.
4. As Seventh-day Adventists, we have many interesting statements from Ellen
White’s pen that speak of events to occur prior to the Lord’s return. Several discuss the
destruction of cities - one even speaks of “thousands of cities.” It is perhaps natural for us
to presume that this level of destruction could only occur after the close of probation, in the
final outpouring of God’s wrath without mercy. But careful examination of her statements
precludes that conclusion. Look at the following statement from Manuscript Release, 1518:
The Lord calls for His people to locate away from the
cities, for in such an hour as ye think not, fire and brimstone will
be rained from heaven upon these cities. Proportionate to their
sins will be their visitation.
These two sentences, taken by themselves, might make it seem as if the destruction
of cities by burning stones and fire (the same elements John witnessed under the first
trumpet) is an act of final retribution - hence after the close of probation. The next
sentence, however, shows that not to be the case. The full quote - with the third sentence
added - reads like this:
The Lord calls for His people to locate away from the
cities, for in such an hour as ye think not, fire and brimstone will
be rained from heaven upon these cities. Proportionate to their
sins will be their visitation. When one city is destroyed, let not
our people regard this as a light affair, and think that they may, if
a favorable opportunity offers, build themselves homes in that
same destroyed city.
Remarkable! If the destruction of the cities by fire and brimstone occurred after the
close of probation, God’s people wouldn’t even be considering the option of rebuilding
homes there. They would know that His coming was imminent, and that they were soon
bound for heaven. Two conclusions can be drawn from the final sentence. First, that the
destruction will take place during a time period sufficiently prior to the return of Jesus, that
people (even God’s people) will be considering rebuilding these cities. Second, there will be
a temptation - possibly due to prevailing scientific explanations - for God’s people to view
the destruction of these cities as a “light affair” - as a natural event that is not a direct
visitation of God’s wrath. (Can you imagine CNN coverage of such an event?)
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So the biblical questions can be dealt with. Hail can be hailstones. God has worked
in this manner before. His working in this manner before the end of probation and the final
destruction of the wicked can be supported. And so there seems to be ample support for
accepting the prima facie meaning of John’s words. But does it make sense scientifically?

The Scientific Questions
1. Is John’s description of a severe meteor shower consistent with what scientists
now know would happen during such an event?
2. Could a widespread meteor shower cause a third of the earth’s forests to burn?
3. And what is the “blood” that John saw?
I’ve always been a bit in awe of Thomas Jefferson. Anyone who has studied his life is
aware of how amazingly intelligent, how energetic, this man was. He was conversant not
only in the scientific discoveries of his day, but was grounded in a profound sense of history
and the classics. One day Thomas Jefferson was asked about the new idea that had been
proposed that “shooting stars” were pieces of rock falling from the sky. In response,
Thomas Jefferson - perhaps the greatest scientific mind of his time - scoffed. How could
rocks fall from the sky? How would they get up there in the first place? His response
mirrored the general knowledge of his time.
How things have changed! While we have long known that meteorites are indeed
rocks falling from space, it was just in the 1980’s that the scientific community began to
realize just how dangerous such falling rocks could be. In 1980 Luis and Walter Alvarez, at
the University of California in Berkley, introduced their theory that a meteor impact caused
a cataclysmic series of events that resulted in the demise of the dinosaurs. They also
concluded that the same event caused the burning of 90% of all vegetation on the earth.
While their theory was at first derided, further study lent it credence. Within just a
few years so much data had been collected - so many confirming studies had been done that the entire scientific community was forced to admit that the earth has indeed been hit
with meteorites, comets and asteroids. Computer simulations helped them come to grips
with the tremendous energy released by these events. People began to be concerned that
the earth could again be struck, and that this time mankind would be the loser.
Almost as if on divine cue, and driving home the reality of the risk of impact, Comet
Shoemaker-Levy 9 afforded the inhabitants of planet earth a ringside seat in the game of
planetary Caroms. We all watched in fascination as the broken fragments of this comet
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zeroed in on the giant gas-planet, exploding like miniature novas, blasting earth-sized holes
in Jupiter’s atmosphere. Newsmagazines of the day asked, “Could it happen here on
earth?”2
All this, of course, was unknown to John. He was merely shown a vision of the earth
suffering from the impact of something. This “something” reminded him of hail, but not
ordinary hail. This hail was burning with fire and was tinged with blood.
Can this non-scientific description be equated with the currently known effects of a
meteor shower? Certainly. Anyone who has watched a nighttime display of shooting stars
has seen how even particles the size of grains of sand can glow white-hot upon entry to
earth’s atmosphere. This glowing is a result of friction, as the rapidly traveling particle
(often moving in excess of 50,000 miles per hour) begins to hit the air molecules in the
upper atmosphere. With small particles - and fortunately most of them are small - the heat
actually causes the meteor to burn up long before it hits the earth surface.
The recent Leonid meteor shower of November 2001 was one of the best displays of
such phenomena. During this shower many observers were lucky enough to observe and
photograph “fireballs.” A fireball is the result of a larger than normal meteor that, because
of its size, penetrates deep into our atmosphere spewing a brilliant tail of fire before it
finally burns up.
Larger pieces of rock have sufficient mass to survive this fiery passage, and can carry
tremendous energy when they strike earth.
Like the stars themselves, we have come to think of these phenomena as nighttime
events. But the larger the impactor - be it a meteorite, asteroid, or comet - the better the
daytime visibility. In 1972, a visitor to the Grand Teton National Park was shooting a home
video, when he was stunned to see a fireball streaking through the sky over the mountains.
Scientists have studied that grainy home movie, and have determined that the asteroid that
caused this flaming trail was approximately the size of a football field, and that it grazed the
upper atmosphere of earth before heading off again into space.
Could such a meteor storm as described in Revelation cause a third of the forests to
burn? The answer is an emphatic “Yes.”
America, and the world-at-large, got a live lesson in kinetic energy on September 11,
2001, when two commercial airliners crashed into the twin towers of the World Trade
Center. The force of the collision, and the accompanying explosion, immediately vaporized
2
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the people who were unfortunate enough as to be at the impact site. We watched in
horror as the buildings burned, and then collapsed. Miles away in Pennsylvania, another
hijacked airliner, United Airlines Flight 93, crashed in an open field when the passengers
wrested control away from the terrorists. Investigators described a 20-foot deep crater
caused by the impact of the 250,000-lb aircraft.
The kinetic energy of an object - the energy of an item in motion - is the result of
two factors, its mass and its speed, related by the following formula:
K = ½ * m * v2
From this equation it is clear to see the greater importance of velocity in
determining kinetic energy. A 1-lb. mass traveling at one thousand miles per hour has
exactly the same energy as a 1000-lb mass traveling at 32 miles per hour. The high level of
danger associated with meteors is due to the fact that both of these factors (mass and
velocity) can be very high. The speed of asteroid-related objects relative to earth is often as
high as 55,000 miles per hour. Cometary speeds can be as high as 150,000 miles per hour.
The interplanetary debris that crosses earth’s orbit can weigh as little as a fraction of a gram
or as much as hundreds of thousands of tons. If the asteroid that caused the 1972 fireball
over the Grand Tetons was mostly made of stone, its weight would have been close to
450,000,000 pounds. At 50,000 miles per hour it would have 18,000,000 times as much
kinetic energy as United Airlines Flight 93. Imagine the depth of the crater that such an
impact would cause!
In 1908, a meteorite came down over a remote area of Siberia. The heat build-up
within the rock was so severe that just before impact the entire object blew up in one
massive flash. The shock wave that struck the earth was measured on seismographs around
the world. At ground zero, just below the explosion, 850 square miles of forest were
obliterated. Pictures taken years later are reminiscent of the localized destruction around
Mt. Saint Helens, with the charred remnants of trees lying like matchwood. Caribou within
30 miles of ground zero were wiped out, and one eyewitness account tells of a peasant - 60
miles away from impact - whose clothes caught fire! Such is the energy associated with
falling rock.
Studies have indicated that if the earth were hit by a 6-mile diameter asteroid, the
energy released would cause a heat pulse that would circle the earth, causing ground-level
temperatures to rise to as much as 600 degrees Fahrenheit, burning as much as 90% of
earth’s forests.
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It’s not hard at all to see why John referred to these white-hot rocks trailing
streamers of fire as “hail and fire”. But what was he seeing that reminded him of blood?
Insight into this comes from computer simulations done to study the effects of energetic
impacts. These studies show that the intense heat of reentry would ionize oxygen and
nitrogen molecules in the atmosphere, and that these ionized molecules would react to
form nitrogen oxide compounds, leaving steamers of reddish brown smog staining the air. 3

John described fiery, burning hail that caused a third of earth’s forests - and all of
the grass - to burn. In this current generation we now know something that could never
have been suspected in previous times. We can understand that what John saw may not
have been a metaphor for something else, but may be a literal vision of what will actually
happen. Not before our time could a logical, rational person have drawn this conclusion.
We are the first generation that can argue for the literal interpretation of this passage from
both scriptural and scientific angles.
Why is this important?
We have elsewhere pointed out that the “mission statement” of Revelation, found
in Revelation 1:1, "to show to His bond-servants, the things which must soon take place."
We saw that this statement could “be understood as telling us that when the events
discussed in this book are about to happen, Revelation will make them clear to us.”
It is both exciting and sobering to realize that if the above is correct, the fact that we
can now see relevant, “end-time” meaning in Revelation’s Trumpets - especially as no
previous generation could have done so - means that God is giving us gracious warning that
the events now coming into focus are “soon to take place.”

The Impact of the Impacts
If such a construction is correct, then John - in 45 little words - has tersely recorded
an event that will change the world that we live in forever. Books could be written, in fact
have been written, on the changes such impacts would wreak on human society. The scope
of what John witnessed was so large - so worldwide - that no effective human response
3

Comets, Asteroids, and Meteorites, Time/Life Books, p 123. Because the article from which this
information was drawn is so relevant to our topic, it is included in its’ entirety in the lesson.
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could be mounted to deal with the emergency. Doctors and medics will be unable to get to
all the wounded. The dead will be counted in the millions. Cities will be gone, with no
survivors. Roadbeds will be broken up. Communications will be disrupted. How will water
be provided to the millions of people in the Los Angeles basin? What a nightmare! Entire
governments will collapse overnight.
In the western United States we annually watch an army of trained fire fighters do
combat with a handful of aggressive forest fires. These all-out battles pit thousands of men
- and battalions of equipment - against the fury of wind and heat-driven fires that can grow
to hundreds of thousands of acres before they are brought under control. Millions of
dollars are thus spent every year combating the fires that are ignited at the touch of mere
lightning strikes. Can we imagine the uselessness of such tools against the fires that will
rage when a third of the forests burn?
And what about food? Aren’t wheat, rice, barley, and corn among the items that
would be included in John’s sweeping statement that “all the green grass was burned up”?
The shear magnitude of these events is mind numbing. How well they fit the words of
Isaiah, “I have heard from the Lord GOD of hosts of decisive destruction on all the earth.”

A Third of…
Not only the first trumpet, but also the second, third and fourth, make reference to
“a third.”
Trumpet

Affects

First

1/3rd of the earth and trees

Second

1/3rd of the seas

Third

1/3rd of the rivers & waters

Fourth

1/3rd of the day

While we may not be able to state with complete certainty just why John uses this
ratio, God’s Word suggests several explanations.
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1. From a literal standpoint, it may be that what John saw was best described by that ratio.
This would be in line with our general approach to John’s prophecy, and helps us to
understand the massive scale of the destruction that lies ahead.
2. John may have meant nothing mathematical at all, but may merely have wanted to
convey that the judgments are only partial.
3. John may have been using “a third” to show God’s gracious forbearance. In biblical
times it was not uncommon for a conquering force to destroy all of the population of a
captured city, or for them to destroy all of the men. Examples of such treatment are
many. In this light, an interesting note is included in 2 Samuel 8: 2 in which King David
allowed 1/3 of the Moabite men to live. “He defeated Moab, and measured them with
the line, making them lie down on the ground; and he measured two lines to put to
death and one full line to keep alive. And the Moabites became servants to David,
bringing tribute.” Allowing 1/3rd of a defeated foe to live was unprecedented, and
showed David to be gracious ruler. In Revelation - in this first expression of His wrath God allows 2/3 to survive, and only destroys 1/3.
It may seem odd to our way of thinking to see the destruction of a third of the earth,
a third of the trees, a third of the life in the ocean, etc, as being indicative of graciousness.
But remember these actions are the expression of God’s wrath. And God can as easily
destroy all the trees, oceans and streams as He can destroy a part of them. Just look at
what happened to the earth at the time of the flood. For God to show restraint in the
Trumpet judgments demonstrates that God is indeed gracious to the inhabitants of earth,
and indicates that His intent at this time is not merely punitive - that Grace is still active.
Such is not the case in the time of the seven last plagues. There, no qualifiers are
given.

The 2nd Trumpet
“The second angel sounded, and something like a great mountain burning with fire
was thrown into the sea; and a third of the sea became blood, and a third of the creatures
which were in the sea and had life, died; and a third of the ships were destroyed.” Rev 8: 89 NASB
At the sounding of the second trumpet John sees a very large, mountain-sized object
- “burning with fire” - impact the sea. Again, in the briefest of words he describes earthswamping events that will affect the lives of every one of the billions of earth’s people. A
third of the sea appears as blood, a third of the sea life is killed, and a third of the ships are
destroyed.
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Whereas the first trumpet seems to describe a meteor storm that affects much of
the earth, the second trumpet has only one impactor - described by John as a “great
mountain”. As we will see, the description that John paints is very consistent with an
asteroid-size object, but it is impossible to say with a great deal of certainty just what size of
object John saw. What would John consider a great mountain? In some parts of the United
States, anything over a few hundred feet tall would be considered a great mountain. In the
western states, blessed with the Sierra Nevada Mountains and the Cascade Range, a great
mountain would be one that stands 5,000 to 6,000 feet above its surroundings. John grew
up in Palestine where the mountains are somewhat modest compared to those in
Washington, Oregon and California, and we can guess that for him a “great mountain” may
have been 1-2,000 feet tall - but that’s only a guess.
We’ve already answered from the Bible the question as to whether God would ever
use such methods, and whether it makes sense - in the flow of Revelation’s story - for us to
consider such events as literal. So does John’s description make sense in the physical
realm? Do the events - as he described them - fit the scientific models that have been
developed? What would happen if a large object were to impact one of earth’s oceans?
Fortunately, we now know quite a lot about what that kind of event would look like,
due to advanced computer simulations that have been developed specifically to answer
these questions. The article from Comets, Meteorites and Asteroids that is included with
the lesson summarizes several studies that examined the question of what would happen if
a 6-mile diameter asteroid were to hit one of the oceans, and gives a blow-by-blow account
of what such an event may look like. Interestingly enough, in the introduction to that
article, the authors state, “Computer scenarios tracking the short- and long-term events
associated with such a calamity recall biblical tales of fire, flood, and famine.” As you read
through the article, remember that the studies were based on a truly huge impact - a 10kilometer diameter asteroid. The one John describes, by comparison, seems to be
significantly smaller, but the effects detailed by John are consistent with those brought out
in the studies.
Remember that the angels of Revelation 7 were given power to damage the earth,
sea and trees, and with the sounding of the first trumpet we noted that the earth and trees
suffered dramatically. Now when the second trumpet sounds, the sea is targeted. What
we are seeing here is a sequence of events that makes sense just as told.
We might intuitively think that an impact on the ocean would be less damaging than
the type of meteor storm seen under the first trumpet, but we would be wrong in that
supposition. Even if the asteroid that John saw was only a few hundred feet in diameter
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(the smallest that could possibly be considered a great mountain) the effects would be
awful. Notice this quote from a national newsmagazine:
“If an asteroid 600 feet across fell in the mid-Atlantic Ocean, calculates
astrophysicist Jack Hills of Los Alamos National Laboratory, it would
produce a massive tidal wave, 600 feet high, on both the European and
North American coasts.” Newsweek, Nov 23, 1992, p. 60
Can any of us really imagine the destruction that would occur if a 600 feet tall tidal
wave were to hit Miami Beach, Boston or Atlanta? Can we imagine the high-rise buildings
erased by this colossal wall of water? Can we feel the anguish of families stuck in traffic
jams as entire populations try - at the last hour - to escape the onrushing devastation? The
human mind shrinks away from the massive agony that such events would inflict. Instead,
we attach a label - we call it a “disaster” - and then start to think of it in terms of statistics of “property loss” and “casualties”.
But Jesus warned us of such events, and He warned us in very human, very
emotional terms. Notice his statement in Luke 21:25-26. The pathos comes through
especially clearly in the Amplified version:
And there will be signs in the sun and moon and stars; and upon the earth
[there will be] distress (trouble and anguish) of nations in bewilderment and
perplexity [without resources, left wanting, embarrassed, in doubt, not
knowing which way to turn] at the roaring (the echo) of the tossing of the
sea, men swooning away or expiring with fear and dread and apprehension
and expectation of the things that are coming on the world; for the [very]
powers of the heavens will be shaken and caused to totter.4
Notice that it is the “roaring” and the “tossing of the sea” that will put the nations of
the earth into a state of distress and anguish. Luke clearly says that the “tossing of the sea”
will come about in connection with the shaking of powers of the heavens. He further warns
that when the powers of the heavens are shaken that it will not only be the governments
that will be in anguish. Individuals will be so terrified of the oncoming events that some will
die from fear and panic.
No one can argue that Jesus words, recorded by Luke, have already been fulfilled.
Never have the nations (plural) of the earth been in anguish at the tossing of the seas caused when heaven is shaken. Never have they found themselves “without resources” as
a result of such an event. And while men have known panic and fear many times, this fear
4

The Amplified New Testament, (La Habra CA: The Lockman Foundation) 1999.
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has not yet overtaken us. We can know this because of how specific Jesus was. Notice the
elements:






When the powers of the heavens are shaken
the seas will roar and be tossed
causing the nations to be in anguish.
These events will be anticipated by men - they will see it coming filling them with panic and terror.

As stated earlier, we are the first generation that can understand the words of
Revelation as a literal description of the things that John was privileged to see. Because of
our growing understanding - because we were able to see the devastation caused when SL9
struck Jupiter - the terror that modern man would feel at the approach of these events
would be far greater, far more tangible, than any earlier generation would have felt. At no
earlier time could Jesus description of the anticipatory panic of mankind have been fulfilled.
This fact, as much as any other statement made by John or Jesus, shows that Jesus words
were pointed at our time.

Expectation
This element of expectation deserves consideration for two reasons. First, as
pointed out above, it helps us to see that no earlier generation could have reacted in the
way that Jesus says people will react upon hearing of this impending event. This does not
specifically argue that our generation will be the one to see this event transpire - it merely
states that no earlier one could have. This speaks to the common, accepted scientific
understanding of the people that learn that disaster is on its way. And it is significant that
not only is this underlying understanding already in place - it is actually growing, as people
see repeated warnings and close calls.
On June 20, 2002 the world’s media reported that an asteroid “the size of a soccer
field” had just missed our fair planet. This object, believed to be between 150 to 360 feet in
diameter and traveling at 20,000 miles per hour, flew past us at a distance of only 75,000
miles - about three earth-diameters distant. It passed our planet on June 14, but was not
detected until three days later. The Internet news release contained the following
statement, “‘In the unlikely event the asteroid had struck Earth in a populated area, it
would have caused considerable loss of life,’ said scientist Grant Stokes. ‘The energy release
would be of the magnitude of a large nuclear weapon.’”
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On July 25, 2000 The New York Times reported, “A newly found asteroid, large
enough to wreak worldwide destruction, will cross Earth's path in 2019, and although the
chance of a collision is slim, astronomers cannot yet rule it out.” They reported that this 11/4 mile wide asteroid, traveling at 60,000 miles per hour “could gouge a crater many miles
wide.”
Reports such as those listed above seem to happen with increasing frequency, and
prime the public psyche for just the kind of reaction that Jesus predicted.
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But expectation has a second significance for Seventh Day Adventists. In a dream in
1904 Ellen White saw a large fireball fall from the sky, causing terrible devastation. Her
brief account reads:
Not long ago a very impressive scene passed before me. I saw
an immense ball of fire falling among some beautiful mansions, causing
their instant destruction. I heard someone say, “We knew that the
judgments of God were coming upon the earth, but we did not know
that they would come so soon.” Others said, “You knew? Why then
did you not tell us? We did not know.” On every side I heard such
words spoken.5
In an earlier (and somewhat longer) telling of the same dream, she made it clear
that the people who knew such judgments were coming were God’s people. When the
fireball fell, these people were heard to say, “Praise the Lord.”
“Why are you praising the Lord?” inquired those upon whom was
coming sudden destruction.
“Because we now see what we have been looking for.”6
What caught my attention as I read this narrative was the fact that they knew it was
coming. This remarkable statement - “We now see what we have been looking for.” cannot be ignored. At the time these events will take place - and they will take place God’s people will have a general understanding and belief that such events are going to
occur. They will not be surprised at these events - only at the timing of them. They won’t
panic like the general population when they see these things approaching, because as

5
6

Review and Herald, November 24, 1904
Manuscript 102, July 2, 1904

students who have studied the road map ahead of them, they have learned that such
events are inevitable.
We must ask the question, “How is it that the people that Ellen White saw in vision
came to know that these events were going to take place?” I can only think of three
possible answers to this question. First, maybe they read Ellen White’s vision and were thus
alerted. Second, maybe they had the information divinely imparted to them, for “Surely the
Lord GOD does nothing unless He reveals His secret counsel to His servants the prophets.”
Amos 3:7 (NASB) Third, they may have come to this understanding through study of Bible
prophecy. It is possible that all three of these avenues were used to instruct the people
that Ellen White saw in her dream.
The fact that God’s people will expect these things to occur gives me hope that this
understanding of Bible prophecy that we are seeing take shape will spread throughout the
church, becoming the accepted standard. It is my hope that when God’s people say “We
knew this was going to happen,” that it will be - in part - a result of the light that God has
allowed us to see shining out of these ancient prophecies.

Sensational or Sensationalism?
One criticism that I have heard leveled at this literal interpretation of the message of
the trumpets is that it is “sensational” and tends to work people into a state of excitement.
I very much agree that we - as Christian workers - need to shun the use of sensationalism as
a tool to get the response we want out of our listeners. Such emotional leveraging is
manipulative and improper, and actually shows that the speaker has little respect for his
audience. He sees them as pawns to move by his skillful craftsmanship.
Here is where we need to draw the difference between the sensational and
sensationalism. Sensationalism is characterized by an unhealthy focus on the sensational
aspects of events. It seeks to emphasize the unusual or catastrophic in an attempt to drum
up excitement.
While the picture we are beginning to get out of Revelation is indeed sensational,
the very brevity of the message shows that this destruction is not the central point of the
story. It is not what Jesus wanted to fix our attention on. No attempt was made by John to
cause his readers to wring their hands over these events. We need to be careful about this
as well. Clearly, Jesus talked about the trauma that would be felt by the generation
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overtaken by these events. But He always pointed to these things as evidence that
salvation was drawing near. These events were not the central point - they merely showed
that the consummation was near. If the prophecy of these events ever becomes our central
message, we will have fallen into the trap of sensationalism. To report that these events
are coming, however, is in keeping with the duty of the watchman on the city walls.

“…A Third of the Sea Became Blood…”
I will not pretend to know all the answers to the questions that Revelation raises.
One such question is, What is meant by the reference to a third of the sea becoming blood?
Will it be literally turned to blood at this time, or was John merely seeing something that
could best be described as being blood?
That Jesus can turn water into blood cannot be questioned. He is the Creator. For
Him, turning water into blood is no more of a challenge than turning water into wine. (See
John 2: 1-10) In fact, one of the signs that Moses was given to convince the elders of Israel
that God had sent him was that when he would pour water taken from the Nile out onto
the ground it would become blood. “But if they will not believe even these two signs or
heed what you say, then you shall take some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry
ground; and the water which you take from the Nile will become blood on the dry ground.”
(Exodus 4:9 NASB)
Water becoming blood is also mentioned in the 2 nd and 3rd plagues in Revelation 16.
In fact, in Revelation 16:5-6 an angel is recorded as saying, “Righteous are You, who are and
who were, O Holy One, because You judged these things; for they poured out the blood of
saints and prophets, and You have given them blood to drink. They deserve it.” Here, an
angel is stating that the liquid in question really is blood.
Such is not the case in the story of the Trumpets. As pointed out earlier, John is
merely describing what he witnessed in vision in his own language. He is creating word
pictures to help us see what he saw. And what he saw at this point looked like blood.
That an asteroid striking the ocean cannot - in itself - turn water into blood is a
simple statement of fact. But could the ocean be made to look as if it were being turned to
blood by such an impact? I believe it could.
One explanation could be that John was witnessing an enormous bloom of “red
tide,” a microscopic, single-celled organism (a dinoflagellate) that occurs naturally in the
sea. There are actually many different organisms that can cause this red discoloration, the
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two most common of which are Alexandrium tamarense and Gymnodinium breve newly
renamed Karenia brevis. These organisms release a neurotoxin that kills fish by paralyzing
them. A very good picture of red tide with dead fish floating in it can be found at
http://www.redtide.whoi.edu/hab/rtphotos/rtdeadfish.jpg.
The Internet has a lot of information available on the different types of red tide. It’s
stated that scientists have no clear understanding of what causes a bloom of red tide or
how to control it. Typical of what one can find on the Web is this information from an
educational website maintained by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department:
What causes red tide?
Red tide is a natural phenomenon not caused by human beings. When
temperature, salinity, and nutrients reach certain levels, a massive
increase in Karenia brevis algae occurs. No one knows the exact
combination of factors that causes red tide, but some experts believe
high temperatures combined with a lack of wind and rainfall are usually
at the root of red tide blooms. There are no known ways that humans
can control it, but many scientists around the world are studying red
tide at present.
A very nice graphic showing the life cycle of the Alexandrium tamarense is found on
the Harmful Algae page at http://www.redtide.whoi.edu/hab/whathabs/whathabs.html.
This information shows that the Alexandrium cyst lays dormant in the sediment of the
ocean floor, and can remain there for years. Under optimal conditions - when nutrient
levels and warm water combine - the germinating cysts can reproduce exponentially,
forming the “red tide” phenomena. It is speculative to suggest that an event that
dramatically churns the sediments of the ocean floor, while also adding a great deal of heat
to the ocean waters, might provide the conditions for an unprecedented bloom. That such
a bloom would kill much of the aquatic life, however, is not speculative.
One thing is certain. Our questions about what John saw will one day be answered.
When the “great mountain burning with fire” hits one of the oceans of the earth, we will
see with our own eyes what the aftereffects are.

The practical, real effects
In the compilation of Ellen White’s writings that was published for the youth of the
church, we find this dramatic statement. “The Lord will arise to shake terribly the earth.

25

We shall see troubles on all sides. Thousands of ships will be hurled into the depths of the
sea. Navies will go down, and human lives will be sacrificed by the millions. Fires will break
out unexpectedly and no human effort will be able to quench them.” 7 This statement
almost needs to be read in small pieces in order to absorb the weight of it. “Trouble on all
sides.” “Thousands of ships…” “Navies will go down.” “Lives will be sacrificed by the
millions.” Each of our modern aircraft carriers is a miniature city with over 5,000 crewmen.
Can we imagine the entire US Navy being destroyed? Can we come to grips with the
“sacrifice” of millions of human lives?
We must not choose to ignore the fact that the picture painted by Ellen White in the
above statement is in full alignment with the picture painted by John in the first two
Trumpets. Fires that burn beyond the ability of man to control them… Horrific devastation
by sea… Destruction of human life on an unprecedented scale...
We cannot afford the luxury of holding on to erroneous preconceptions, when the
lives of millions of people are at stake.
Jesus Himself warned that the time immediately preceding His return would be the
greatest time of trouble that the world had ever seen. He warned us that Earth would be
dealt a deathblow, stating that if this time were not cut short, that no one would survive.
(Matthew 24: 21-22) When we combine Jesus’ words with the warnings issued by Ellen
White, and with an eschatological view of the prophecies of John, we can begin to see the
shape and size of the horror that awaits the human family. We can see the outline of the
human drama as economies and governments collapse. We can start to understand how
food supplies may be in so short a supply that an end-time authority will be able to use it as
moral leverage. (Rev 13:17) We can begin to understand how these end-time events will
be so large - so unavoidable - that they will touch the life of every person on the planet. No
one will be able to hide from them - no one will sneak by. Everyone will have to pass
through these events.

The 3rd Trumpet
“The third angel sounded, and a great star fell from heaven, burning like a torch, and
it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of waters. The name of the star is called

7
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Wormwood; and a third of the waters became wormwood, and many men died from the
waters, because they were made bitter.” Rev. 8:10-11 (NASB)
We have a common name for stars that look like burning torches. We call them
comets. And as with meteorites and asteroids, comets do hit planets. Should we consider it
coincidental that our generation is the first generation in the history of the world to have
witnessed such an event? As mentioned earlier, the men and women of earth had an
extraordinary lesson in celestial mechanics when in May of 1994 we were given front row
seats to view the collision of Jupiter and the comet Shoemaker-Levy 9.
Comets are believed to be like gravelly snowballs, or dirty snow cones. This means
that they are far less dense than asteroids. But lest we consider them less dangerous than
their more solid space relatives, we must realize that what they lack in density, they more
than make up for in terms of size and speed. The comet fragments that hit Jupiter blew
earth-sized holes in the Jovian atmosphere.
John notes two things about this comet. First, it strikes a continental landmass, not
the ocean. Second, as a result of this impact, the waters are poisoned.
Several different scenarios have been postulated as to the cause and effect chain
that would result in the waters being poisoned. One such explanation is found in the article
from the Time/Life book Comets, Meteorites and Asteroids, included in this lesson. There
we read that, “The cloud's burden of water vapor would gradually condense out, mixing
with nitric oxides to form precipitation as corrosive as battery acid. The toxic rainfall would
defoliate any remaining land plants, acidify lakes, and leach normally insoluble, highly
poisonous metals from soils and rocks, depositing them in streams, ponds, and rivers,
where they would sicken or kill much of the surviving aquatic life.”
Other mechanisms are possible. If a comet happened to hit anywhere in the
southwest quadrant of the state of Washington, the resultant shock waves would certainly
fracture the rock layers that the Department of Defense relies on to contain the many
thousands of gallons of nuclear waste that are stored at the Hanford Nuclear Reservation.
This would allow radioactive material to seep into underground aquifers, and could
contaminate the nearby Columbia River - a water source relied upon by millions of people.
The use of the word “wormwood” is intriguing. The word appears eight times in the
Old Testament, but is used only twice in the New Testament - both in this passage. Easton’s
Bible Dictionary contains the following informative entry:
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WORMWOOD — Heb. la’anah, the Artemisia absinthium of botanists. It
is noted for its intense bitterness (Deut. 29:18; Prov. 5:4; Jer. 9:15;
Amos 5:7). It is a type of bitterness, affliction, remorse, punitive
suffering. In Amos 6:12 this Hebrew word is rendered “hemlock” (R.V.,
“wormwood”). In the symbolical language of the Apocalypse (Rev.
8:10, 11) a star is represented as falling on the waters of the earth,
causing the third part of the water to turn wormwood.
The name by which the Greeks designated it, absinthion, means
“undrinkable.” The absinthe of France is distilled from a species of this
plant. The “southernwood” or “old man,” cultivated in cottage gardens
on account of its fragrance, is another species of it. 8
In small amounts it appears to have had some medicinal or anesthetic properties.
Easton’s entry on the word “gall” suggests that the gall that was offered to Jesus on the
cross was vinegar made bitter by the addition of wormwood. In large quantities it is
poisonous. That John is referring to the poisoning of the common water supplies is shown
by the stated after-effect; “and many men died from the waters.”

The 4th Trumpet
“The fourth angel sounded, and a third of the sun and a third of the moon and a
third of the stars were struck, so that a third of them would be darkened and the day would
not shine for a third of it, and the night in the same way.” Rev. 8:12 (NASB)
Again, I cannot pretend to know exactly what John means when speaking of a third
of the sun, moon, and stars. The most straightforward understanding seems that a third of
the earth-based observers will not be able to see the sun, moon, and stars for a period of
time. No distinct period of time is specified.
Unlike the previous trumpets, John sees no active agent. He sees no falling star or
comet. He sees no cause; he sees only an effect. This effect is a darkness that blots out a
third of the stars, sky and sun.

8 Easton, M. G., M. A. D. D., Easton’s Bible Dictionary, (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.) 1996.
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It certainly could be that John saw no additional cause of this darkness at this time
simply because no cause was needed. In the previous trumpet, a comet struck one of the
continental landmasses of earth. One of the anticipated after-effects of such an event
would be a globe-girdling band of darkness as a result of the dust and debris that would be
thrown into the atmosphere at the time of impact, and would there be spread by the jet
streams of the upper atmosphere.
Jesus Himself made a clear and unambiguous statement about the darkness that
would accompany the falling of the stars. His statement was made in His great end-time
dissertation to His disciples, and was recorded by both Matthew and Mark.
“But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from
the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.” Matthew 24:29
“But in those days, after that tribulation, THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED AND THE
MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and
the powers that are in the heavens will be shaken.” Mark 13:24-25
These statements hold much in common with each other. Both speak of a block of
events that contains the sun and moon being darkened, the stars falling from the sky, and
the powers of heaven being shaken. Both also contain a timing (or sequencing) phrase that
places this group of events after the “tribulation.” Since Matthew 24 speaks of two
different tribulations - the tribulation of the church in verses 9 and 10 and the great
tribulation that the world endures in verses 21 and 22 - the question naturally comes to
mind, “Which tribulation is to be followed by these signs?”
The answer to that question is given in Revelation. Since it is the persecution of
God’s messengers (under the 5th Seal) that fills up Earth’s cup of guilt and casts the world
headlong into the time of God’s wrath, and since the falling of the stars are elements of the
expression of God’s wrath during the great time of trouble, then Christ must have been
referring to the earlier tribulation of the church. Viewed in this way, His words are in
complete harmony with the story of the Seals and Trumpets.

An Unnerving Warning
By this point in the story of the Trumpets, the shear mind-numbing scale of what we
have read can overwhelm us. We gain a new appreciation for the level of protection that
has heretofore been granted to the planet earth, as the angels have graciously held back
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the winds of strife, “so that no wind would blow on the earth or on the sea or on any tree.”
(Rev. 7:1 NASB) As these winds have been released, and terrible disasters have unfolded as the earth, seas and trees have been struck with devastating blows from the hand of God as millions of our fellow humans have died - we are left to wonder how circumstances could
get any worse.
It is at this point in the story that John looks to the sky and sees a solitary eagle flying
there. This is no ordinary eagle, but is a messenger with an ominous warning for earth’s
inhabitants, “Woe, woe, woe to those who dwell on the earth, because of the remaining
blasts of the trumpet of the three angels who are about to sound!” (Rev. 8:13 NASB) It is as
if angels of heaven are warning us that all the environmental devastation that we have seen
is insignificant in heaven’s scales when placed against the events that are yet to happen. In
the parlance of today’s English, “You ain’t seen nuthin’ yet.”
As we will see, the 5th, 6th and 7th trumpets are referred to as the three “woes.” The
significance of this should be carefully considered. After all, from mankind’s point of view,
wouldn’t the first four trumpets be considered woes? Aren’t they awful enough to count?
What could possibly make the 5th, 6th and 7th trumpets different or worse than the
preceding blasts?
It seems clear that we are being warned that the last three trumpets - the “woes” are in fact different, and of far more eternal significance for the human race than the first
four. The first four involve our world, our security, and our structures. No matter how
important those things are to us, they are external to us.
One is reminded of the patriarch Job. The first blows that befell him, when God
removed his protection, were external. His property, his possessions, his servants and his
children were taken from him in lightning-quick strokes. When that failed to produce the
rebellion that Satan desired to see, Satan pressed the Lord for the right to bring the
challenge - the tribulation, if you will - to a more personal level. What next befell him was
personal and internal, and tested his faith to a supreme level. The physical pain he endured
was combined with self-doubt, self-loathing, and direct challenges to his faith and
righteousness. He was, through this process, forced to choose whether he would be true in
his faith to God, or whether he would succumb to his doubts and fears. Ultimately, as we
all know, Job made his decision that, “Though He slay me, I will hope in Him.” (Job 13:15
NASB)
Likewise, as we shall see, the purpose of the remaining trumpet blasts is to cause all
of mankind to make their most serious, most important decision. Will they serve the God of
heaven, or not?
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